
MINUTES 
CWL General Meeting 

June 9th, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. 
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Amherstview, Ontario in the Church Hall  

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada calls its members to grow in faith, and to witness to the love of God 
through ministry and service.

 
In Attendance:  Shirley McDonald, Donna Guiney, Mary Lou Hills, Margaret Wilson, Mary Myers, Gisele Van 
Putten, Susan Aubin, Theresa Shanks, Gail Raymond, Anne Nicholls 
By Zoom:  Zoom not available 
A Quorum (at least 7 members) WAS achieved at this meeting. 

 
1. INTRODUCTORY ITEMS 

a) Welcome (Shirley McDonald) 
Shirley opened the meeting at 6:39 pm and welcomed everyone. 

b) Opening Prayer (Donna Guiney) 
Donna said a prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.   

c) Approval of the Agenda of the June 9th, 2026 General Meeting (Shirley McDonald) 
MOTION to approve the Agenda for the General Meeting of June 9th, 2026 with additions was made by 
Susan Aubin and seconded by Anne Nicholls.      CARRIED 

d) Approval of the Minutes of the May 12th, 2026 General Meeting (Shirley McDonald)  
MOTION to approve the minutes of the May 12, 2026 General Meeting with corrections was made by Gail 
and seconded by Margaret Wilson.       CARRIED 

 

2. OFFICER REPORTS 

a) Spiritual Advisor’s Report (Donna for Fr. Charles) 
Fr. Charles apologized for not being present. He expressed gratitude for his birthday card and gift from 
the CWL and will remember us in his prayers. He is also grateful to everyone who participated in the recent 
parish retreat, pilgrimage and Corpus Christi procession. 

b) President’s Report (Shirley McDonald) 
There has been a request from the Provincial Council for a spiritual bouquet for outgoing President Colleen 
Martin. It was agreed that we would dedicate eight Chaplets of Divine Mercy to her on June 10th. Mary 
Lou Hills will forward our participation to the council. 

Shirley passed around information on the Annual Spiritual Retreat, which will be held on September 12th 
from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm and will feature our Diocesan Spiritual Advisor, Father Stéphane Pouliot. 

c) Treasurer’s Report (Danna Dobson)  
The May financial statement was distributed. Our May balance is $8,955.83. 

d) Past President’s Report (Donna Guiney) 
Donna explained that her roles as Past President included serving in an advisory capacity to the current 
president and ensuring that the agenda reflects faith, social justice and service equally. Donna is updating 
the CWL Deceased Members’ plaque.  
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e) Membership Convenor’s Report (Andrea Glover)  
Nothing to report. 

3. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
a) Faith Standing Committee (Donna Guiney) 

Donna spoke about MAiD – Medical Assistance in Death. There is strong opposition by the Canadian 
Council of Bishops. Fr. John Hibbard will be speaking to us in September regarding MAiD.  

Donna would like to have a committee to prepare a presentation on wills, powers of attorney, cremation, 
palliative care, etc. and asked for volunteers to assist with this. It will be an evening presentation and open 
to the parish. 

b) Service Standing Committee (Danna Dobson) 
No report. 

c) Social Justice Standing Committee (Gail Raymond) 
Gail had nothing to report. 

Mary Lou Hills is now the Diocesan Chair of the Social Justice Standing Committee. She reported on a 
meeting she attended with new and outgoing members of the Ontario Provincial Council, chaired by 
Hilarion Mitchell.  They provided updates on their October visit with the Ontario government, 2026 
resolutions and shared insights from their experiences as the first executive under The League’s new 
structure.   

On April 23rd members attended Question Period as guests of Minister Charmaine Williams, Brampton 
Centre.  The delegation then met with 40 MPPS and their staff at Queen’s Park.  A summary of their visit 
may be found in the May 2026 OPC Online Newsletter.   

Betsy Currier, Life Member, provided updates on current Legislations:   

• Bill C-218 (MAiD): Modification to include mental illness.  This has been paused because 90 
disability and mental health organizations signed an open letter urging the federal government to 
exclude mental illness as a sole condition for MAiD eligibility. There has been a Charter challenge 
that providing assisted death solely on the basis of disability is unconstitutional.   

• Bill C-9 (Combating Hate Act): Referred to Senate Committee on April for further study.   

Betsy’s recommendation was that we continue to monitor, share with our councils and to encourage 
councils to review resolution action plans and take action.   

4. STANDING ITEMS 
a) Correspondence (Mary Lou Hills)  

A thank-you card was received from Donna Guiney and Father Grainger, thanking us for the spiritual 
bouquet and those who helped with Father’s 60th anniversary celebration. 

b) Fundraising 
Snowflake Bazaar – November 14 (Shirley McDonald) 
The Snowflake Bazaar & Craft Show will be held on Saturday, November 14th from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. 
Several areas now have leaders – Soup ‘n Sweets (Cathy Splinter, Margaret Wilson), Membership 
(Andrea Glover), Christmas Shoppe (Theresa Shanks, Gisele Van Putten), Craft Show (Shirley McDonald). 
We are still looking for a leader for the bake table and a coordinator for bazaar. It was suggested that an 
email go out to members outlining the roles of the coordinators and asking for their help. It was 
suggested that we stop giving hourly doorprizes. Alternate suggestions were to have one large doorprize 
to be drawn at the end of the day, winner would not need to be present to win; or have food baskets 
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prepared and people could fill out a ticket for the basket they want. Names would be drawn at the end 
of the bazaar. This was tabled to the September meeting for decision. 

5. OTHER BUSINESS 

a) Blessed Sacrament Hall Stage (Shirley McDonald) 

At our May meeting we moved that a request be forwarded to the Property Committee that the hall stage 
be removed. This was approved at the June meeting of the Property Committee. The CWL will assume the 
lead on this project, planned for completion by September. The Property Committee is also considering 
our request for better lighting in the back corner of the hall. 

b) National CWL Calendar (All) 

The national calendar was distributed and events discussed for July to December. There was agreement 
on the following events: 

• JULY (focus on the elderly) – Helen Henderson Birthday Party 
• AUGUST (focus on youth) - Collect school supplies from parishioners and donate to OLMC before 

school starts in September. We could include a prayer card to St. Carlo Acutis. 
• SEPTEMBER (focus on indigenous relations) - Ask members to wear orange to September meeting 
• OCTOBER (focus on care for the poor) – Coat drive 
• NOVEMBER (focus on homelessness) – Snowflake Bazaar – bring a food bank item on entry 
• DECEMBER (focus on Christianity) – Christmas shoe boxes for members 

c) Tablecloths 

Our tablecloths are not of sufficient number for all of our tables. It was suggested that our CWL purchase 
40 white tablecloths that are the same size and are wrinkle-resistant. The cost for this is about $291.52. 

MOTION to purchase 40 new tablecloths was made by Mary Lou Hills and seconded by Margaret Wilson.
           CARRIED 

d) Helen Henderson Birthday Party 

Donna will contact Helen Henderson to book the birthday party (will try for July), then share the date. 
e) Compassionate Communities 

Mary Myers presented Donna with two books of Resource Materials for Seniors that were given to her by 
a workshop leader from Compassionate Communities.  She stated that Danna Dobson, our current 
treasurer, also had information concerning Compassionate Communities.  Mary suggested that a member 
of the community could speak to our members and suggested that Donna look into gaining more 
information about the group. 

f) Nursing Homes 

Fr. Charles needs help for doing masses at nursing homes in the summer. Need a reader and eucharistic 
minister. The recommendation was to cancel the summer masses. 

g) Father Grainger’s 60th Anniversary (Donna Guiney) 

Donna reported on anniversary, held at St. Joseph’s church, which was well attended. There were 75 trays 
of food! 
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6. UPCOMING EVENTS 

a) Terri Godfrey Celebration of Life 

Terri’s Celebration of Life will be held on Sunday, June 14th from 1:00 – 4:00 pm in the hall. Shirley 
passed around a volunteer list for assistance with the luncheon. We are expecting 150 people. 

b) Silent Auction 

The silent auction will be held on the weekend of September 19-20. Collection of new, unused items will 
begin in July and carry on through the summer. 

c) Pie Making 

Margaret Wilson reported that this event is a lot of work and last year there were not many volunteers, 
leaving most of the work to a few individuals. It was also recommended that we charge more for pies to 
reflect the rising food costs. Margaret described all of the tasks involved in making the pies, which are 
done over a 2-day period. It was suggested that we send out a request to members for volunteers, with 
details of what needs to be done. Members would then have a better idea whether this is something 
they are able to assist with. Margaret will forward information to Shirley. 

d) CWL Luncheon 

We are gathering at Rhodes Restaurant (old Cavalier Room) on Saturday, June 27th at 11:30 am. Please let me 
know if you can attend for reservations. 

7. ADJOURNMENT AND CLOSING PRAYER 
The meeting closed at 8:24 pm. Donna led us in prayer. 

 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 8th at 6:30 pm.  
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